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that we considered ourselves as openly insulted, and de-
manded satisfaction, plenary and unconditional.

Grimaldi affected to wonder, that we were not yet ap-
peased by their concessions. They had, he said, granted
all that was required; they had offered to restore the
island in the state in which they found it; but he thought
that they, likewise, might hope for some regard, and that
the warning, sent by Hunt, would be disavowed.

Mr. Harris, our minister at Madrid, insisted, that the
injured party had a right to unconditional reparation, and
Grimaldi delayed his answer, that a council might be called,
In a few days, orders were despatched to prince Masse-
ran, by which he was commissioned to declare the king of
Spain's readiness to satisfy the demands of the king of
England, in expectation of receiving from him reciprocal
satisfaction, by the disavowal, so often required, of Hunt's
warning.

Finding the Spaniards disposed to make no other ac-
knowledgments, the English ministry considered a war as
not likely to be long avoided. In the latter end of No-
vember, private notice was given of their danger to the
merchants at Cadiz, and the officers, absent from Gibraltar,
were remanded to their posts. Our naval force was every
day increased, and we made no abatement of our original
demand.

The obstinacy of the Spanish court still continued, and,
about the end of the year, all hope of reconciliation was so
nearly extinguished, that Mr. Harris was directed to with-
draw, with the usual forms, from his residence at Madrid.

Moderation is commonly firm, and firmness is commonly
successful; having not swelled our first requisition with
any superfluous appendages, we had nothing to yield, we,
therefore, only repeated our first proposition, prepared for
war, though desirous of peace.

About this time, as is well kno>vn, the king of France
dismissed Choiseul from his employments. What effect
this revolution of the French court had upon the Spanish